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The next day no one talked of anything but the rich lord who
had distributed money as he drove along. The talk even reached
the Court, and the Queen, who was very curious, had a great desire
to see the wonderful Prince.

' Very well,' said the King; (let him be asked to come and play
cards with me.'

This time the Kinglet was not late for his appointment.

The King sent for the cards and they sat down to play.   They

had six games, and John always lost. The stake was fifty crowns,
and each time he emptied his purse, which was full the next
instant.

The sixth time the King exclaimed, * It is amazing ! *

The Queen cried, ' It is astonishing I'

The Princess said, * It is bewildering 1 *

* Not so bewildering,' replied the little soldier, * as your change
into a serpent,*

'Hush 1' interrupted the King, who did not like the subject.